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RE A 


Had not heard that there was ſuch a Book 

in the World, as Mr. Baxter's Aphoriſms 
of Juſtification, when it was ſent me by a Book- 
feller, to whom I bad ſent for another Traf on 
| the ſame Subjeft : But, before I had read ma- 
ny Pages therein, I ſaw the wiſe Providence of 
God; and ſoon determined (notwithſtanding a 
few Expreſſions, which I do not altogether ap- 
prove f) to reprint the Subſtance thereof, in as 
Al. a Compaſs, and at as low a Price as pof- 
Ble. 

O may he, who hath ſo ſolemnly declared, 
Think not that I am come t deſtroy the Law 
or the Prophets, verily I ſay unto you, not 
one Jot or one Tittle ſhall paſs from the Law, 
till Heaven and Earth paſs away; give the 
ſame Bleſſing to this little Treatiſe now, as 
he did near an hundred Years ago: May be 
once again make it a powerful Antidote againſt 
the ſpreading Poiſon of Antinomianiſm; and 
thereby ſave many ſimple unwary Souls from 
ſeeking Death in the Error of their Life. 


Newcaſtle upon Tyne, oHN WESLEY. 
March 25, 1745. 2 J 


6 * 


— tt 


— — 


— 


— —u—— 


KEN. 2 955 2 128888 5 


AN 
E Nr R MCT 
FROM 
Mr. Baxter's : A * 
ON 


JUSTIFICATION. 


1. 


PROPOSITION 1. 


The firft Covenant made by God with Adam, did pr mißt 
Life, upon Condition of perfect Obedience, and thi oy | 
Death upon ibs leaſt Diſo dience. 


PROP. II. 


This Covenant being ſoon by Man wiolated, the Threat- 
ning muſt be fulfilled, and fo the Penalty ſuffered. 


HE Word of his Threatening being 
Gs once paſt, he cannot abſolutely 4 
\ without the apparent Violation of his 
=> * Truth or Wiklom. Some think that 
2M it procceded from his Wiſdom, rather 
— than his Juſtice, that Man muſt luſter. 
But way ſhould we ſeparate what God hath hath join- 
ed? However, whether Wiſdom, or Juſtice, or Truth, 
(or rather all theſe) were the Ground of it ; ; yet cer- 
tain it is, that a Neceſſity there was the Penalty ſhould 
be inflited, or elſe the Son of God ſhou!d not have 
made Satisfaction, nor Sinners bear ſo much themſelves. 
A PROP, 


[| 
TE 
5 
| | 
| 


3 1 
Wt? PROP. III. N 
This Penalty the Offender himſelf could not bear, without 
his everlaſling undoing, . 
HAT 15, not the full Penalty ; for part of it he 
did hear, and the Earth for his Take, arid all 
Mankind to this Day ; but the full Penalty would have 
been an everlaſting Suffering. 


RY f P. R 1 "SMP 
TFeſus Chrift, at, the Will of bi Father, and an his 
own Will, being perfectly furniſhed for this Work, 
ewith a divine Power and perſonal Righteouſneſs, firſt 
undertook, and afterwards diſcharged this Debt, by 


e what the Lagu did threaten,, aud the.Offexder 
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1. THE Love of God to the World was the firſt 

1 Womb where the Work of Redemption was 
conceived, John iii. 16. (as it is taken conjunct with 
his own Glory.) The eternal Wiſdom and Love found 
out and reſolved on this Way of Recovery, when it 


never entered into the Thoughts of Man to contrive or 


deſire it. PO A . 4 A 

2. The Will of the Father and the Son are one. The 
Son. was a voluntary Undertaker of this Task. It was 
not impoſed upon him by Conſtraint, When he is ſaid 
to come to do his Father's Will, Heb. x. 7, 9. it doth 
alſo include his own Will. And where he is ſaid to do 
it in Obedience to the Father, as it is ſpoken of à vo- 
luntary Obedience; ſo is it ſpoken of the Execution. of 
our Redemption, and in regard to the human Nature 
eſpecially, and not of the Undertaking by the divine 
Nature alone. Not only the Conſent of Chriſt did 
make it law ful that he ſhould be puniſhed, being inno- 


cent; but alſo that ſpecial Power, which, as he was 


God, he had over his own-Life more than any Crea- 
ture hath. Jon x. 18. I had Poauer, (isνν,˖) ſaith 
Chriſt) to lay down my Li.. 
3. No meer Creature was qualified for this Work; 
even the Angels, chat are righteous, do but their Duty, 
«2 an 


(: 3. } 


and therefore cannot merit for us; neither were they 
able to bear and overcome the Penalty. gt 

4. It muſt therefore be God that muſt ſatisfy God: 
both for the Perfection of the Obedience, for to be ca- 
pable of meriting, for the bearing of the Curſe, and 
tor the overcoming of it, and doing the reſt of the 
Works of the Mediatorſhip, which were, to be done 
after the Reſurrection: Vet meer God it mult not be, 
but Man alſo, or elſe it would have been Forgiveneis 
without Satisfaction, ſeeing God cannot be ſaid to make 
Satisfaction to himſelf. | | 

g. Had, not Chriſt been perfectly righteous himſelf, 
he had not been capable of {atisfying for others. 


6. 'The Undertaking of the Son of God to fatisfy, 


was effectual before his actual ſatisfying: As a Man 
that makes a Purchaſe, may poſſeſs and enjoy the Thing 


purchaſed, upon the meer Bargain made, or Earneit 


paid, beſore he have fully paid the Sum, 

7. 1 know Man's Guilt and Obligation to ſuffer, is 
but metaphorically called his Debt; yet becauſe it is 
a Scripture Phraſe, expreſſing our Obligation to bear 
the Penalty of the Violated Law, I uſe it in that Senſe. 


Chriſt did ſuffer a Pain and Miſery of the ſame ſort, 
and of equal Weight with that threatened ; but yet be- 
cauſe it was not in all reſpe&s the ſame, it was rather 


Satisfaction than the Payment of the proper Debt. 
8. Many ſay, that Chil did as properly obey in our 


Stead, as he did ſuffgr in our Stead; and that in God's 
Efleem we were in Chriſt obeying and ſuffering, and _ 


ſo in him we did both perfectly fulfil the Commands of 


the Law by Obedience, and the Threatnings of it by 


bearing the Penalty. And thus, ſay they, is Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs imputed to us, wiz. his paſſive. Righte« 
ouinels for the Pardon of our Sins, and delivering us 
from the Penalty; his active Righteouſneſs for the 


22 of us rigateous, and giving us Title to the King - 


This Opinion, in my Judgment, containeth a great 
many Miſtakes, 


1. It ſuppoſeth us to have been in Chriſt, before we 
did believe, or were born; and that not only in a ge- 
neral Senſe, as all Men, but in a ſpecial, as juſtiied. 
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2. It teacheth Imputation of Chrift's Righteouſneſs 


in ſo ſtrict a Senſe, as will neither ſtand with Reaſon, 
nor the Doctrine of Scripture ; much leſs with the Phraſe 
of Scripture, which mentioneth no Imputation of Chriſt 
or his Righteouſneſs to us at all; and hath given great 
Advantage to the Papiſts againſt us in this Doctrine 
of juſtincation. 8 ; 

3. It ſeemeth to aſcribe to God a miſtaken Judg- 
ment, as to eſteem us to have been in Chriſt when we 
were not, and to have done and ſuffered in him what 
we did not, | | 

4. It maketh Chriſt to have paid the ſame that was 
due, and not the Value; and fo to juſſify us by Pay- 
ment of the proper Debt, and not by ſtrict Satisfaction. 
And indeed this is the very Core of the Miſtake, to 
think that we have by Delegation paid the proper Debt 
of Obeatence to the whole Law, or that in Chriſt we 
have perfectly obeyed : Whereas, 1. It cannot be ſaid 
that wwe did it. 2. That which Chrift did, was to ſa- 
tisfy for or Non-payment and Diſobedience. 

5. It ſuppoſeth the Law to require both Obedience 
and Suffering in reſpect of the ſame Time and Actions, 
which it doth not. And whereas they ſay, that the 
Law requireth Suffering for what is paſt, and Obedience 
for the future ; this is to deny that Chriſt hath ſatisfied 
tor future Sins. The Time is near when thoſe future 
Sins will be alſo paſt; what doth the Law require then? 
If we do not &bey for the future, then we ſin; if we ſin, 
the Law requires nothing but ſuffering. 

6. It fondly ſuppoſeth a Difference betwixt one that 
is juſt, and one that is no Sinner; one that hath his Sin 
or Guilt taken away, and one that hath his Unrighte- 
ouſneſs taken away. Whereas, as there is no Middle 
betwixt ſtreight aud crooked ; ſo neither between Con- 
formity to the Law, (which is Righteouſneſs) and De- 
viation from it, (which is Unrighteouſnels.) 

7. It maketh our Righteouſneſs to conſiſt of two 
Parts, wis. The putting away of our Guilt, and the 
Imputation of Righteouſneſs, i. e. 1. Removing our 
Crookedyeſs. 2. Making us ſtreight. * 

8. It aſeribeth theſe two ſuppoſed Parts to two diſtinct 
ſuppoſed Cauſes : the one to Chriſt's fulfilling the Pre- 
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cept by his Active Righteouſneſs ; the latter to his fal- 
filling the Threatening by his Paſſive Righteouſneſs; as 
if there muſt be one Cauſe of introducing Light, and 
another of expelling Darkneſs ; or one Cauſe to take 
away the Crookedneſs of a Line, and another to make 
it ſtreight. 
9. The like vain Diſtinction it maketh between deli- 
vering from Death, and giving Title to Life, or freeing 


us from the Penalty, and giving us the Reward : For 


as when all Sin of Omiſſion and Commiſſion is abſent, 
there is no Unrighteouſneſs; ſo when all the Penalty is 
taken away, both that of Pain, and that of Loſs, the 
Party is reſtored to his former Happineſs. Indeed there 
is a greater ſuperadded Degree of Life and Glory pro- 
cured by Chriſt, moro than we loſt in Adam : But as 
that Life is not oppoſed to the Death or Penalty of the 
firſt Covenant, but to that of the ſecond ; ſo is it the 
Effect of Chriſt's Paſſive, as well as of his Active Righ- 
teouſneſs. | | | 

The other Opinion about our Participation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, is this, That God the Father doth ac-. 
cept the Sufferings and Metits of his Son as a full Satit- 
faction to his violated Law, and as a valuable Conſide- 
ration upon. which he will wholly forgive the Offenders 
themſelves, and receive them again into his Favour, and 
give them the Addition of a more excellent Happineſs 
alſo ; ſo that they will but receive his Son upon the 
Terms expreſſed in the Goſpel. 

This Opinion, as it is more fimple and plain, ſo it 

avoideth all the fore-mentioned Inconveniences. 


ee. Fon, 
Wherefore the Father hath delivered all Thing: x te the 


Hands of the Sen; and given kim all Power in Hea- 
ven and Earth; and made him Lord both of the Dead 


and Living, John xiii. 3. Matth. xxviii. 18. John v. 
21, 22, 23, 27. Rom. xiv. 9. 


PROP. YL. 


It was not the Intent either of the Father or the Son, that 
by this Satisfaction the Offenders ſhould be immediately 
delivered. from the whole Curſe of the Law, and freed 
K frem 
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from the Evil which they had brought 4 80 themſelves 
but ſome Part muſt be executed on So 
the Creatures themſelues, and remain upon them at the 
Pleaſure of Chrift, Rev. i. 18. 1 Cor. xv; 26. 


HE common Judgment is, That Chriſt hath 


taken away the whole Curſe from Believers, (tho? 
not the Suffering) by bearing it himſelf; and now they 
are only Afflictions of Love, and not Puniſhments. . I 
do not contradict this Doctrine thro'ꝰ AﬀeRation of Sin- 
gularity, the Lord knoweth; but thro' Conſtraint of 
Judgment, and that upon theſe Grounds following. 

I. It is undeniable, that Chriſt's taking the Curſe: 
upon himſelf did not wholly prevent the Execution upon 
the Offender, Gen. iii. 7, 8, 10, 15,—19, | 

2. It is evident from the Event, ſeeing we feel Part 
of the Curſe fulfilled on us: We eat in Labour and 
Sweat; the Earth doth bring forth "Thorns and Briars; 
Women bring forth their Children in Sorrow; our na- 
tic e Pravity is the Curſe upon our Souls, we are ſick, 
and weary, and full of Fears, and Sorrows, and Shame; 
and at lait we die and turn to Duſt, L 

3. The Scripture tells us plainly, that we all die in 
Adam, (even that Death from which we muſt at the Re- 
ſurrection be raiſed by Chriſt) 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. And 
that Death is the my of Sin, Ram. vi. 23. And that 
the Sickneſs, and Weakneſs, and Death of the Godly, is 
cauſed by their Sins, 1 Cor. xi. 30, 31. And if fo, then 
doubtleſs they are in Execution of the Threatening of 
the Law, tho' not in full Rigour. 

4. It is manifeſt, that our Sufferings are in their own 
Nature Evils to us, and the ſanctifying of them to us 
taketh not away their natural Evil, but only produceth 
by it, „by an Occaſion, a greater Good: Doubtleſs ſo 
far as it is the Effect of Sin, it is Evil, and the Effect 
alſo of the Law. OW | 

5. They. are aſcribed to God's Anger, as the mode- 
rating of them is aſcribed to his Love, P/2/. xxx. 5. and 
a Thouſand Places more. | 

6. They are called Puniſhments in Scripture, and 
therefore we may call them fo, Lev. xvi. 41, 43. 
Lam. iii. 39. and iv. 6, 22. Exra ix. 13. Ho. iv. . 
and xii. 2. Lev. xxyi. 18, 24. 


7. The 
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7. The very Nature of Affliction is tö be a loving» 
Puniſhment, a natural Evil ſan&ified ; and ſo to be mix'd:- 
of Evil and Good, as it proceedeth from mix'd Cauſes : 
Therefore to ſay, that Chriſt hath taken away the Curſe 
and Evil, but not the Suffering, is a Contradiction; be- 
cauſe ſo far as it is a Suffering, it is to us Evil, and the 
Execution of the Curſe. hat Reaſon can be given, 
why God ſhould not do us all that Good without our : 
Sufferings, Which now he doth by them, if there were 
not Sin, and Wrath, and Law in them ? Sure he could: 
better us by eaſier Means. | 1770 

8. All thoſe Scriptures and Reaſons that are brought 
to the contrary, do prove no more but this, that our 
Afflictions are not the rigorous Execution of the Threat- 
ening of the Law; that they are not wholly or chiefly 
ior Wrath;  -- | | 5 61 

9. The Scripture faith plainly, that Death is one of 
the Enemies that is not yet overcome, but ſhall be laſt 
conquered, 1 Cor. xv. 26. and of our Corruption the 
Caſe is plain. e | 2 

10. The whole Stream of Scripture maketh Chriſt to 
have now the ſole diſpoſing of us and qur Sufferings, to 
have prevented the full Execution of the Curſe, and to 
manage that which lieth on us for our Advantage and 
Good ; but no where doth it affirm that he ſuddenly de- 


" 


livereth us. 1 
| | PROP, VI. 
Man having not only braken his firſt Covenant, but di 
abled himſelf to perform its Conditions for the future z 
and ſo being out of all Hope of attaining Righteouſneſs. 
and Life thereby, it pleaſed. the Father the Me- 
 diator to preſcribe to him a new. Law, and tender him 
a new, Covenant; the Conditions whereof ſhould be 
more eaſy to the Sinner, and yet more abaſing, and 
ſhould more clearly manifeſt, and more highly honour, the. 
uncoxceivable Love of the Father and Redeemer. 


1. IF Chriſt ſhould have pardoned all that was 

and renewed the firſt violated Covenant, and ſet 
Man in the ſame Eſtate that he fell from, in point of 
Guilt, yet would he have fallen as deſperately the next 
Temptation: Yea, tho he had reſtored to him his pri- 
8 2 mitive 
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mitive Strength ; yet Experience hath ſhewed on how | 


ſlippery a Ground his re would have ſtood. 
2. God the Father, an 


able Way of Happineſs. 


3. This Way, as the former, is by both a Law and 
Covenant. As it is a Law, it is by Chriſt enjoined; 


and either Obedience, or the Penalty, ſhall be exacted. 
As it is a Covenant, it is only tendered, and not en- 
forced. | | 20 


4. Tho' without Grace we can no more believe than 


perfectly obey, as a dead Man can no more remove 
a. Straw than a Monntain; yet the Conditions of the 
Goſpel, conſidered in themſelves, or in reference to the 
Strength which God will beſtow, are far more eaſy than 
the old Conditions, Matth. xi. 29, 30. 1 Jobn v. 3. 
And more abaſing they are to the Sinner, in that he 
hath far leſs to do in the Work of bis Salvation; and 


alſo in that they contain the Acknowledgment of his 


loſt Eſtate, thro' his own former ſelf-deſtroying Folly. 
| PROP. VIII. | | 


Nat that C brift doth abſolutely null or repeal the old Co-: 


wenant hereby: but he ſuperaddeth this as the, only 


poffible Way of Life. The former till continutth o 


command, prohibit, promiſe, and threaten ; /* that the 


Sins even of the Tuftified are ſtill Breaches of that 


Law, and are threatened and curſed thereby. 


1 Know it is the judgment of many, that the Law, as 
it is a Covenant of Works, is quite null and repeal- 
ed in regard to the Sins of Believers; yea, many do be- 
lieve, that the Covenant of Works is repealed to all the 
World, and only the Covenant of Grace in Force. 

Againſt both thefe J maintain this Aſſertion, by the 
Arguments which you find under the following Poſition; 
ail FE hope, notwithſtanding that, I extol free Grace as 
much, and preach the Law as little, in a forbidden 
Senſe, as tho? I held the contrary Opinion. 


FRAOE IX. 964 e 
Therefore aue muſt not plead the Repeal of the Law for 
eur Juſfification; but muſt refer it to our Surety, who, 


Chriſt the Mediator, who 
have one Will, did therefore reſolve upon a more ſuit- 


by 
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zy the Value and Efficacy of his one Offering and 
Merits, doth continually ſatisfy. | 


1 1 Shall here explain to you, in what Senſe, and how 


far the Law 1s in Force, and how far not; and then 
prove it under the next Head. 
- You muſt here diſtinguiſh betwixt, 
1. The Repealing of the Law, and the relaxing of it. 
2. Between a Diſpenſation, abſolute and reſpective. 3. 
Between the Alteration of the Law, and the Alteration 
of the Subjects Relation to it. 4. Retween a Diſcharge 
conditional, with a Suſpenſion of Execution, and a Diſ- 
charge abſolute; and ſo I reſolve the Queſtion thus: 
1. The Law of Works is not abrogated, or repealed, 
but diſpenſed with, or relaxed. A Uiſpenfation is (as 
Grotius defineth it) an Act of a Superior, whereby the 
Obligation of a Law in Force is taken away, as to cer- 
tain Perſons and Things. - | | 
2. This Diſpenſation therefore is not total or abſo- 
lute, but reſpective. - For, 1. Tho? it diſpenſe with the 
rigorous Execution, yet not with every Degree of Exe- 
cution. 2. Tho' the Law be diſpenſed with, as it con- 
taineth the proper Subjects of the Penalty, viz. the 
Parties offending, and alſo the Circumſtances of Dura- 
tion, Sc. yet in regard of the mere Puniſhment, ab- 
ſtracted from Perſon and Circumſtances, it is not diſ- 
—＋ with; for to Chriſt it was not diſpenſed wich; 
is Satisfaction was by paying the full Value. 75 
3. Tho by this Diſpenſation our Freedom may be a 
full as upon a Repeal ; yet the Alteration is not made 
in the Law, but in our Relation to the Law. 
4. So far is the Law diſpenſed with ,to all, as to 
ſuſpend the rigorous Execution for a Time, and a Diſ- 
charge conditional procured and granted them; but an 
abſolute Liſcharge is granted to none in this Life. For 
even when we do perform the Condition; yet ſtill the 
r remains conditional, till we have quite finiſh- 
ed our Performance. For it is not one inſtantaneous 


Act of believing which ſhall quite diſcharge us; but a 


continued Faith. No longer are we diſcharg'd than 
we are Believers. And where the Condition is not per- 
form'd, the Law is ſtill in Force, and ſhall be executed 
upon the Offender himſelt. * . * 

| I 
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I ſpeak nothing in all this of the directive Uſe of 
the Moral Law to Believers, but how far the Law is 
yet in Force, even as it is a Covenant of Works; be» 
cauſe an utter Repeal of it in this Senſe is ſo commonly, 
but inconfiderately. aſſerted; That it is no further over- 

thrown, no not to Believers, than is here explained, I 

now come to prove, | 

PROP. X. 

If this were not fo, but that Chriſt had abrogated the 
firſt Covenant, then it would follow, 1. That no Sin but 
that of Adam, and final Unbelief, is ſo much as threats 

ened with Death, or that Death is deſerved by it; for 

«what the Law in Force doth not threaten, that is not 

deſerved, or due by Law. It wauld follow, 2. That 
_ Chriſt died not to prevent or remove the Wrath and 
, Curſe fo deſerved, or dus to us for any but Adam's Sin, 
nor to pardon our Sins at all; but only to prevent our 

-. Deſert of Wrath and Curſe, and conſequently, to prevent 

aur Need of Pardon. It would follow, 3. That againſt 

the eternal Wrath at the Day of Judgment, we muſt not 
plead the Pardon of any Sin but the firſt; but our own 
wot deſerving Wrath, becauſe of the Repeal of that 


Laab before the Sin was committed, All which Con- 


_ fequences ſeem to me unſufferable z which cannot be 
_ avoided, if the Law. be repealed. | (1) 
OFiee) plainly teacheth, that all Men (even the 

Elect) are under the Law, till they believe and enter 
into the Covenant of the Goſpel: Therefore it is ſaid, 
Zeha ili. 18. He that believeth not, is condemned already * 
And the Wrath of God abideth on him, ver. 26. And 
we are ſaid to believe for Remiſſion of Sins, As ii. 38. 


Mark i. 4. Luke xxiv. 47. Ads x. 43. and iii. 19, 


Which ſhew, that Sin is not before remitted, and con- 


ſequently the Law not repealed ; elſe how could the Re- 
deemed be by Nature the Children of Wrath? Eph. 
ii. 3. The Circumciſed are Debtors to the whole Law, 
Gal. v. 3, 4. and Chriſt is become of none Effect ta 
them. But they that are led by the Spirit, are not un- 
der the Law; | and- againſt ſuch there is no Law, Gal. 
v. 18, 23. The Scripture hath concluded all under 
Sin (and ſo far under the Law no doubt) that the Pro- 
miſe, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, might be given to them 
that 
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when Chriſt doth redeem us, Gal. iv. 5 | 
James ii. 9. 10. 1 Tim i. 8 1 Cor. xvi 56. Gal. iii. 


(1) 


1 that believe, Gal. ji. 22. We are under the Law 


See allo 


19; 20, 21. Therefore our Deliverance is conditionally 
from the Curſe of the. Law, vis. if we will obey the 


Z Goſpel. And this Deliverance, together with the Abro- 
* gation of the Ceremonial Law, is it which is ſo often 
mentioned as a Privilege of Believers, and an Effe& of 
* .the Blood of Chriſt ; which Deliverance from the Carle, 
is yet more full when we perform the Conditions of our 


Freedom; and then we are ſaid: to be dead to the Law, 
Rom. vii. 4. and the Obligation to Puniſhment dead as 
to us, ver. 6. but not the Law void or dead in itſelf. 
Again, all the Scriptures and Arguments, Page 60, 61. 
which prove, that Afflictions are Puniſhments, do prove 
alſo, that the Law is not repealed; For no Man can 
ſaffer for breaking a repealed Law, nor by' the Threats 


of a repealed LW: Vet I know that this Covenant of 


Works continueth not to the fame Ends and Uſes as be- 
fore; nor is it ſo to be preached or uſed. We muft, 
neither take that Covenant as a Way of Life, as if now 
we mult get Salvation by our fulfilling its Condition; 
nor muſt we look on its Curſe as lying on us reme- 


dileſly. | 
8 | P R O P. XI. | 

The Tenor of the New Covenant is this, That Chriſt, ha- 
ving made ſufficient Satisfattion to the Law, whoſs- 
ever will repent and believe in him to the End, ſhall 
be juſt: fied, thro" that Satisfaction, from all that the 
Law did-charge upon them, and be moreover advanced 

to far greater Privileges and Glory than they fell 
From: But whoſarver Fuflleth not theſe Conditions, 
ſhall haue no more Benefit from the Blood of Chriſt, 
than what they here recerved and abuſed, but muſt 
anſwer the Charge of the Law themſelves ; and for 
their Neglect of Chrift, muſt alſo ſuffer a far greater 
Condemnation : Or briefly, whoſoever believeth in 
Chrift, ſhall not periſh, but bade everlaſting Life ; 
but he that believeth not, fall not ſee Life, but the 
Wrath of God  abideth on him, Mark xvi. 16. John 
I, Ig,—18, 36. and v. 24 and vi. 35, 40, 47 and 
Vu. 38, and xi. 25, 29. aad xii, 46. Acts x. 43. 

| Rom, 
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Rom. iii. 26. and iv. 5. and v. 1. and x. 4, 10. 

1 John v. 10. Mark i, 15. and vi. 12. Luke xiii. 

3, 5. and xxiv. 47. Acts v. 31. and xi, 18. ane ; 

xx. 21. and ii. 38. and iii. 19. and viii. 22. and j 

xxvi. 20. Rev. ii. 5, 16. Heb. vi. 1, 2.2 Pet. iii. 9. 
1. F Hriſt's Satisfaction to the Law goes before the | 

EC New Covenant, tho" not in regard of its Pay- 
ment, {which was in the Fullneſs of I ime) yet in re- 
gard of the Undertaking, Acceptance, and Efficacy. * 
There could be no treating on new Terms, till the old 
Obligations were ſatisfied and ſuſpended, 
| I account them not worth the confuting, who tell us, 
'F that Chriſt is the only Party conditioned with; and that 
15 the New Covenant, as to us, hath no Conditions. The 
Place they alledge for this Aſſertion is that, Jer. xxxi. 
'F 31, 32, 33- cited in Heb. viii. 8, 9, 10. which Place 
8 containeth not the full Tenor of the whole New Co. 
. venant : But it is called the New Covenant, becauſe it 
1 expreſſeth the Nature of the Benefits of the New Co- 

| venant, as they are offered on God's Part, without 
mentioning Man's Conditions, that being not pertinent 
to the Buſineſs the Prophet had in hand. 

But thoſe Men erroneouſly think, that nothing is a 
Condition, but what is to be performed by our own 
Strength : But if they will believe Scripture, the Places 
before alledged will prove, that the New Covenant hath 
Conditions on our Part, as well as the Old. 

2: Some Benefit from Chriſt the Condemned did here 
receive, as the Delay of their Condemnation, and many 
more Mercies, tho' they turn them all into greater 


Judgments. 

| PROP. XII. 

Tho Chrift hath {ati fied the Law, yet is it not his Will, 

that any Man ſhould be juſtified or ſaved thereby, who 
hath nut ſome Ground in hamſelf of perſonal and particu* 

lar Right and Cle im thereto ; nor that any ſhould be ju- 
Hiſied by the Blood only as fhed or offered, except it be 
ulſo receiued and applied: So that no Man, by the mere 
Satisfuttion made, is freed from the Law or Curſe of 
the firſt violated Covenant abſolutely, but continually 


only. 
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Have ſhewed before, that Chriſt intended not to re- 

move all our Miſery as ſoon as he died, nor as ſoon 
as we believed. I am now to ſhew, that he doth not 
juſtify by the ſhedding of his Blood immediately, with- 
out ſomewhat of Man intervening, to give him a legal 
Title thereto. We are therefore ſaid to be juſtified by 
Faith, Let all the Anticomians ſhew but one Scripture 
which ſpeaks of Juſtification from Eternity. 

There are ſeveral other Neceſlaries to juſtify and fave, 
which being ſuppoſed, the Blood of Chriſt will be ef- 
fectual: Not that it receives its Efficacy from theſe, nor 
that theſe do add any thing at all to its Worth or Va- 
lue ; no more than the Cabinet to the jewel; or the 
applying Hand to the Medicine; or the Offender's Ac- 
ceptation to the Pardon of his Prince : Yet without this 
nn and Application, this Blood will not be ef- 
fectual to juſtify us. So that, as Auſtin faith, ** He that 
made us without us, will not ſave us without us.“ A legal 
Title we muſt have, before we can be juſtified; and 
there muſt be ſomewhat in ourſelves to prove that Title, 
or Elſe all Men ſhould have equal Right, 


2 PR OP. XIII. 

The obeying of a Law, and performing the Conditions of 

- @ Covenant, or ſatisfying for Diſobedience, or Nonper- 
formance, is our Righteouſneſs, in reference to that Law 

and Covenant. 


F we underſtand not what Righteouſneſs is, we may 
PO 


diſpute long enough about Juſtification to little Pur- 


ſe. 

There is a two-fold Righteouſneſs, or falfilling of 
God's Law. The primary, and moſt proper Righteouſ- 
neſs, lieth in the Conformity of our Actions to the Pre- 
"cept : The ſecondary is, when, tho' we have broke the 


Precepts, yet we have ſatisfied for our Breach, either by 


our own Suffering, or ſome other Way, 

The firſt hath Reference to the Commands, when 
[none can accuſe. us to have broke the Law ; "The ſecond 
hath Reference to the Penalty, when, tho' we have 
broke the Law, yet it hath nothing againſt us for ſo 
doing, becauſe it is fſatiihed Thete two kinds. of 
Righteouſneſs cannot ſtand together in the ſame Perſon, 

| | = in 


* 
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| . 
in regard of the ſame Law and Actions: He that hath one, 
hath not the other; he that hath the firſt, needs not the 
ſecond, There muit be a Fault, or no Satisfaction: 
This Fault muſt be confeſſed, and fo the firſt kind 
of Righteouſneſs diſclaimed, before Satisfaction can be 
pleaded ; and Satisfaction muſt be pleaded, before a 
Delinquent can be juſtiſied. This, well underſtood, 
would give a clearer Inſight into the Nature of our 
"Righteouſneſs and Juſtification, than many have yet at- 
tained. The great Queſtion is, Of which fort is our 
Righteouſneſs whereby we are juſtified ? I anſwer, Of 
the ſecond ſort ; which, tho? it be not a Righteouſneſs ſo 
honouring ourſelves, yet it is as honourable to Chriſt, 
The firſt kind of Righteouſneſs, as it is in Chriſt, 
cannot, retaining its own Form, be made ours. And 
to that the Papiits Arguments will hold good. The 
Law commanded our own perſonal Obedience, and not 
anothers for us. We did not ſo perſonally obey ; we 
did not really obey in Chriſt ; and God doth not judge 
us to do what we did not: If we had, yet it would not 
have made us juſt ; for one Sin will make us unjuſt, tho? 
we were never ſo obedient before and after : Therefore, 
if we had o6ey'd in Chrift, and yet finned in ourſelves, 
we are Breakers of the Law ſtill ; and fo our Righteouſ- 
neſs cannot be of the firſt ſort. This Breach therefore 
muſt be ſatisfied for, and conſequently our Righteouſneſs 
muſt be of the ſecond ſort, ſeeing both cannot ſtand in 


one Perſon. Chriſt only had both theſe kinds of Righ- 


teouſneſs, wiz. the Righteouſneſs of perfect Obedience, 
and the Righteouſneſs of Satisfaction, for Diſobedience. 


PROP. XIV. 


Therefore, as there are two Covenants, with their diſtinct 
Conditions; fo is there a two-fold Righteouſneſs, and 
bath of them abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, 


Far . 

Our legal Righteouſneſs, or Righteouſneſs of the fr Co- 
eenant, is not perſonal, or conjifleth not in any Quali- 
fications of our own Perſons, or Afions perform d by 
us ; (for wwe never fulfilled, nor perſonally ſatisfied the 
Law} but it is wholly without us in Chriſt, _ 

this 
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(15) 
this Senſe it is that the 4tofile (and every. Chriſtian) 
diſclaimeth. his own Righteouſneſs, or his own Works. 


Obhect. 1. OTH not the Apoſtle ſay, that as, 
| touching the Righteouſneſs which is in 


| the Law, he was 6/ameleſs ? Phil. iii. 6. Auſ. That is, 
he ſo exactly obſerved the Ceremonial Law, and the 


external Part of the Moral Law, that no Man could 


blame him for the Breach of them: But this is nothing 
to ſuch a keeping of the whole Covenant, as might ren- 
der him blameleſs in the Sight of God, 


Object. 2. Then Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and our own 
Works, do concur to the compoling of our perfect 
Righteouſneſs. A/ Tho' this Objettion doth puzzle 
ſome; yet the Vanity of it may be eaſily diſcovered 
thus : ; 

1. An Action is not righteous, which is not conform- 
able to the Law: If in ſome reſpects it be conformable, 
and in ſome not, it cannot be called a righteous Action; 
ſo that we, having no Actions perfectly conformed to 
the Law, have therefore no one righteous Action. 2. If 


we had, yet many righteous Actions, if but one were 


unrighteous, will not ſerve to denominate the Perſon 
righteous, according to the Law of Works. And that 


( theſe, join'd with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, do not make 


up one Righteouſneſs for us, is plain thus : The Righte- 


* ouſneſs which we have in Chriſi, is not of the ſame ſort 


3 with his; for his is a Righteouſneſs of the firſt kind, vix. 


conſiſting in Conformity to the Precept. But Chriſt's 


2 Righteouſneſs, imputed to us, is only that of the ſecond 
ſort, (viz. by Satisfaction for our Diſobedience) and 


cannot therefore poſſibly be joined with our perfect Obe- 
dience, to make up one Righteouſneſs for us, 


PROP. XVI. N 
Thoſe only ſhall haue Part in Chriſt's Satisfaction, and 
Jo zr him be legally rightuous, who believe ond obey the 


Goſpel, and ſo are in themſelves evangehically righteous. 


P ROP. XVII. 

Tho' Chriſt performed the Conditions of the Lew, and ſa- 
tisfied for our Nonper formance; yet it is ourſelves tht 
muſt per form the Conditions of the Goſpel. 

* Theſe 
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(16) 
Heſe two Poſitions ſeem to me ſo plain and clear, 
that they need not much Explication : Yet be- 
cauſe ſome Antinomians oppoſe them, I ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing thereto ; tho', for my Part, I do ſo much wonder 
that any able Divines ſhould deny them, that methinks 
they ſhould be Articles of our Creed, and a Part of 
Children's Catechiſms. 

The Righteouſneſs of the New Covenant being the. 
Performance of its Conditions, and its Conditions being 
our obeying the Goſpel, or believing ; it muſt needs be 
plain, that on no other Terms do we partake of the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. To affirm, therefore, that our 
Evangelical, or New Covenant Righteouſneſs, is in 
Chriſt, and not in ourſelves, or performed by Chrift, 
and not by ourſelves, is ſuch a monſtrous Piece of. 
Antinomian Doctrine, as no Man, who knows the 
Nature and Difference of the Covenant, can poflibly. 
entertain, and as every Chriſtian ſhould abhor as un- 
ſufferable. | | 

For, 1. It implieth Blaſphemy againſt Chriſt, .as if he 
had Sin to repent of, or Pardon to accept, and a Lord 
that redeemed him to receive and ſubmit to; for theſe 
are the Conditions of the New Covenant. 

2. It implieth, that Jews and Pa gans, and every 
Man, ſhalt be faved. Do not ſay that I odioufly wring 
out theſe Conſequences z they are plain: For if any be, 
damned, it muſt be either for breaking the firſt Cove- 
nant, or the ſecond: If the former be charged upon 
him, he may eſcape by pleading the ſecond - fulfilled ; if 
the latter, the ſame Plea will terve: So that if Chriſt 
have fulfilled both Covenants for all Men, then none 
can periſh. 0 | 

3. And that Believing is needleſs, not only as to our 
Juſtification, but to any other Uſe : For what need one 
thing be twice done? If Chriſt have fulfilled the New 
Covenant for us, as well as the old, What need we do 
it again? Shall we come after him, to do the Work he 
bath perfected! = 

It confoundeth Law and Goſpel ; it overthroweth 
all the Laws and Precepts of Chriſt ; it contradicteth the 
whole Scope of the Scripture, which telleth us, T'bat 
Chriſt was made under the Law, (and not under the 
Goſpel) 


(17) 

Goſpel) fulfilled the Law, (but not the Goſpel-Covenant) 
bore the Curſe of the Law, (but not of the Goſpel) and 
which impoſeth a Neceſſity of fulfilling the Conditions 
of the Goſpel themſelves upon all that will be juſtified 


and ſaved. To quote the Scriptures that aſſert this, 
would be to tranſcribe almoſt all the doctrinal Part of 
the New Teftament. What unſavoury Stuff then is that 
of Mr. Saltmarſ», of Free Grace, Page 83, 84. who 


directeth thoſe that doubt of their Goſpel Sinceri y to 
ſee it in Chrift ; becauſe Chriſt hath believed perfectly; 


he hath ſorrowed for Sin perfectly; he hath repented 
perfectly; he hath obey'd perfectly; he hath mortified 
Sin perfectly, and all is ours, &c. If this be meant of 
Goſpel believing, repenting, ſorrowing, obeying, and 


mortifying, then it is Blaſphemy; as if Chriſt had a 


Saviour to believe in for Pardon and Life, or Sin to 
repent of, and ſorrow for, and mortify : But if he meant 
it of legal believing in God, or repenting, ſorrowing 
for, mortifying of Sin in us, and not in himſelf; then 
is it no more to the Buſineſs in hand, than a Harp to a 
Harrow, as they ſay. It is not legal believing, which 
is the Evidence doubted of; and ſure Chriit's repenting 
and ſorrowing for our Sin, is no clearing to us, that we 
repent of our own, nor any acquitting of us for not 
doing it. And for his mortifying Sin in us, that is the 
Doubt, Whether it be done in the doubting Soul or 
not? But I let go this fort of Men, as being fitter firſt 
to learn the Grounds of Religion in a Catechiſm, than 
to manage thoſe Diſputes wherewith they trouble the 


World. 

PROP. XVIII. 

Not that abe can perform theſe Conditions without Grace; 
(for without Chrift we can de nothing) but that he 
enableth us to 122 them ourſelves, and doth not 
birſelf repent, believe, love Chriſt, obey the Goſpel for 
us, 6s be did ſatisfy the Law for us. 


PROP. XIX. 
In this f - Senſe it is, that Men in Scripture 
are ſaid to be perſonally righteous : And in this Senſe it 


is, that the Faith and Duties of Believers are ſaid to 
pleaſe God, viz. as they are related to the Covenant 
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of Grace, and not as they are meaſured by the Coe - hb 
nant of Warks. the 
3 that will not acknowledge that the Godly are F 
called righteous in Scripture, by reaſon of a per- 
ſonal Righteouſneſs, conſiſting in the Rectitude of their 
own Ditpoſitions and Actions, as well as in regard of 
their imputed Righteouſneſs, may be convinced from 
theſe Scripture, if they will believe them, Gen. vii. 2. 
and xviii. 23, 24. © Job xvii. 9. P/al.i, 5, 6. and 
xxxvii. 17, 21, Cc. Eccl. ix. 1, 2. Exel. xviii. 20, 
24. and xxxiii. 12, 13, 18. Matth. ix. 13. and xiii. 
43. and xxv. 37, 46. | Luke i. 6. Heb. 11. 4. 1 Pet. 
iv. 18. 2 Pet. ii. 8. 1 Jobs iii. 7, 12. Rev. Xxii. 
11. Matth. x. 41. Rom. v. 7. So their Ways are 
called Righteouſneſs, Pal. xv. 2. and xxiii. 3. and 
xlv, 7, Oc. Matth. v. 20. and xxi. 32. Luke i. 75. 
As x. 35. Rom. vi. 13, 16,18, 19, 20, 1 Cor. xv. 
34. 1 Joh ii. 2). and iii. 10. Eph.iv. 24, Ce. 
Righceouſneſs is the Denomination of our Actions or 
Perſons, as they relate to ſome Rule. This Rule, when it * 
is the Law of Man, and our Actions ſuit thereto, we are WX 1 
then righteous before Men. When this Rule is God's = - 
Law, it is either that of Works, or that of Grace: In 
relation to the former, there is none Tighteous, no not 
one; for all hawe finned, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of God; but, in relation to the Rule of the New Co- 
yenant, all the Regenerate are perſonally righteous, be- 
cauſe they all perform the Conditions of this Covenant, 
and are properly pronounced righteous thereby. Neither | 
can it be conceived how the Works of Believers ſhould 4 
either pleaſe God, or be called Righteouſneſs, as they 1 
relate to that old Rule which doth pronounce them 
unrighteous, hateful, and accurſed. J 
But the Antinomians, (and ſome other ſimple ones I 
whom they have miſled) if they do but hear a Man talk 1 
of a Righteouſneſs in Himſelf, or in any thing he can 
do thereto, they ſtartle at ſuch Doctrine, and even 
gnaſh the Teeth, as if we preached flat Popery; yea, 
as if we cried down Chriſt, and ſet up ourſelves: Not 
underſtanding the Difference between the two ſorts of 
Righteouſneſs ; that of the Old Covenant, which is all 
out of us in Chriff; and that of the New * 
WIC 


9 0 ( I 9 ) 
which is all out of Chriſt in ozr/e/ves, tho' wrought by 
the Power of the Spirit of Chriſt. 


F NOB. XX; | 
In this Senſe allo it is ſo far from being an Error to of- 
firm, that Faith itſelf is our Righteouſneſs, that it is 
' a Truth neceſſary for every Chriſtian to know ; that is, 
Faith is our evangelical Righteouſneſs, (in the Senſe be- 
= fore explained) as Chriſt is our legal Righteouſneſs. 
3 His Aſertion, ſo odious to thoſe that underſtand 
A not its Grounds, is yet ſo clear from what is ſaid 
before, that I need to add no more to prove it. For, 
1. I have cleared before, that there muſt be a perſonal 
= Righteouſneſs, beſides that imputed, in all that are 
= juſtified. And that, 2. The fulfilling of the Conditions 
3 of each Covenant is our Righteouſneſs, in reference. to 
that Covenant: But Faith is the fulfilling of the Con. 
2 ditions of the New Covenant; therefore it is our Righ- 
teouſneſs in relation to that Covenant. 
Queſt. In what Senſe then is Faith faid to be in- 
3 _ to us for Righteouſneſs, if it be our Righteouſneſs 
itſelt ? | ; | 
= Anfw. Plainly thus: Man is become unrighteous by 
breaking the Law of Righteouſneſs that was given him; 
2 Chriſt fully faticheth for this Tranſgreſſion, and buyeth 
the Priſoners into his Hands, and maketh with them a 
new Covenant; that whoſoever will believe in him, 
who hath thus ſati:fied, it ſhall be as effectual for their 
T Juſtification, as if they had fulfilled the Law of Works 
themſelves. A Tenant forfeiteth his Leaſe to his Land- 
lord, by not paying his Rent. He runs deep in Debt to 
him, and is diſabled to pay him any more Rent for the 
future; whereupon he is put out of his Houſe, and caſt 
into Priſon till he pay the Debt: His Landlord's Son 
payeth it for him, taketh him out of Prifon, and put- 
teth him in his Houſe again, as his Tenant, having pur- 
chaſed Houſe and all to himſelf: He maketh him a new 
Leaſe in this Tenor, that paying but a Pepper Corn 
yearly to him, he ſhall be acquit, both from his Debt, 
and from all other Rent for the future, which by his old 
Leaſe was to be paid; yet doth he not cancel the old 
Leaſe, but keepeth it in his Hands to put it in Suit agamft 
2 the 


(20) 
the Tenant, if he ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to deny the Pay- 
ment of the Pepper Corn. In this Caſe the Payment 
of the Grain of Pepper is imputed to the Tenant, as if 
he had paid the Rent of the old I eaſe ; yet this Imputa- 
tion doth not extol the Pepper Corn, nor vilify the Be- 
nefit of his Benefactor, who redeemed him. Nor can 
it be (aid, that the Purchaſe did only ſerve to advance the 
Value and Efficacy of that Grain of Pepper. But thus, 
a perſonal Rent muſt be paid for the Teſtification of his 


Homage : He was never redeemed to be independent 


as his own Landlord and Maſter : The old Rent hecannot 
Pay : His new Landlord's Clemency is ſuch, that he 
ath reſolved this Grain ſhall ſerve the Turn. | 

Do I need to apply this in the preſent Caſe ; or can- 
not every Man apply it? Even ſo is our Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs, or Faith, imputed to us for as real Righte- 
ouineſs, as perfect Obedience, Two Things are conſi- 
derable in this Debt of Righteouſneſs ; the Value, and 
the perſonal Performance. The Value of Chriſt's Sa- 
tisfaction is imputed to us, inſtead of the Value of a 
perfect Obedience of our own performing, and the Value 
of our Faith is not ſo imputed : But becauſe there muſt be 
ſome perſonal Performance of Homage ; therefore the 


| perſonal Performance of Faith ſhall be imputed to us for 


a ſufficient perſonal Payment, as if we had paid the full 
Rent ; becauſe Chriſt, whom we believe in, hath paid 
it, and he will take this for ſatisfactory Homage. So ic 


is in point of perſonal Performance, and not of Value, 
that Faith is imputed. 


PROP, XXI. | 
it is an improper Speech of ſome Divines, That Chriſt 
firſt juſtified our Perſons, and then our Duties and 
Actions. 
I: is improper, in the beſt Senſe: 1. Becauſe it is 
contrary to the Scripture Uſe of the Word zuftifying ; 
which 1s the acquitting of us from the Charge of break- 
ing the Law, and not from the Charge of violating the 
new Covenant. 2. It is againſt the Nature of the Thing; 
ſeeing Juſtification, as you ſhall ſee anon, implieth Ac- 


cuſation ; but the eſteeming a righteous Action to be as it 


ie, doth not imply anyAccuſation, 3. This Speech, join- 
| bog 


627) 
ing juſtifcation of Perſons and Actions together, dot ſeem 
to intimate the ſame kind of Juſtification of both, and fo 
doth tend to ſeduce the Hearers to a: dangerous Error, 
For, if it be underſtood in the worſt Senſe, it will over- 
throw theRighteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, and the whole 
Scope of the Goſpel, and will ſet up the Doctrine of 
Juſtification by Works. For if God do juſtify our 
Works from any legal Accuſation, as he doth our Per- 
ſons, then it will follow, that our Works are juſt, and 
conſequently we are to be juſtihed by them. 


P-R-©-P,. AAS 
Neither can our Performance of the Conditions of the Go- 
del be ſaid to merit the Reward; ſeeing there is ne- 
thing in the Value of it, or any Benefit that God re- 
cerveth by it, which may ſo intitle it meritorious ; nei- 
ther is there any Proportion betavixt it and the Reward. 


PROP. XXIII. 5 


The Gofþel doth eſtabliſb, and not repeal the Moral Law 


and ſo is perfect Obedience commanded, and every Sin 
Forbidden now as exattly as under the Covenant of 


Works. © 
Paar.. 885 
The pardoning of Sin is a gracious Ad of God, diſcbar- 
. ging the O Fepiter by the Gaſpel-promiſe, or Grant, from 
the Obligation to Puniſhment, upon Conſideration of 
the Satisfation made by Chriſt, accepted by the Sinner, 
and pleaded with God. 


1 Call Pardon @ gracious Act; for if it were not, in 
ſome ſort, gracious, or free, it were no Pardon. 
Let thoſe think of this, who ſay, We have perfectly 
obeyed the Law in Chriſt, and are therefore righteous. 
If the proper Debt, either of Obedience or Suffering, 
be paid, either by ourſelves or by another, then there 
is no Place left for Pardon: For when the Debt is paid 
we owe nothing, except new Obedience; and therefore 
can have nothing forgiven us: For the Creditor cannot 
refuſe the proper Debt, nor deny an Acquittance upon 
Receipt thereof. But Chriſt having paid the Value, and 
not the ſtrict Debt, this Satisfaction the Father 5 
| ab ; ve 
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have choſen to accept; which yet becauſe he freely doth, 
therefore is his gracious Act properly called Pardon. 

The ignorant Antinomians think, it cannot be a free 
Act of Grace, if there be any Condition on our Part 
for enjoying it: As if, in the fore-mientioned Compa- 
riſon, the Tenant's Redemption were the leſs free, be- 
cauſe his new Leaſe requires the Rent of a Pepper-corn 
in token of Homage; as if, when a Pardon is pro- 
cured for a condemned Malefactor, upon Condition 
that he ſhall not reject it when it is offered him, this 
was therefore no free Pardon, g 


PROP. XXV. | 
Fuftification is a gracious A of God, by the Promiſe or 
Grant of the new Covenant, acquitting the Offender 
from the Accuſation and Condemnation of the old Cowes 
nant, upon Confideration of the Satisfaction made by 
Cbriſt, and accepted by the Sinner. But final Fufti- 
fication is a gracious Ad of God by Chriſt, according 
zo the Goſpel, by Sentence at his public Bar, acquitting 
the Sinner from the Accuſation and Condemnation of 
the Law pleaded againſt him by Satan, upon Conſide- 
ration of the Satisfaction made by Chriſt, accepted by the 
Siuner, and pleaded for him. | 


PROP. XXVI. 

The Tuſtification which we have in Chriſt's own Juſti 
fication, is but conditional as to the particular Offenders, 
and none can lay Claim to it till he have performed the 
Conditions ; nor ſhall any be perſonelly juſtified till then: 
Ewen the * Ele remain perſonally unjuſt and unjuſtifi- 
ed, for all their continua] Fuſtification in Chriſt, till 
they do believe. ; 


FEOF. IXYIL. 

Men that are but thus conditionally pardoned and juſtified, 
may be unpardoned and unjuſtified again for their Non- 
performance of the Conditions, and all the Debt ſo for- 
given be required at their Hands ; and all this without 
any Change in God, or in his Laws, 

| NU. 


Ve ® N, B. Mr, Baxter held abſolute Predeſtination. 
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| PROP. XXVIII. | 

Yea, in caſe the juſtified by Faith ſhould ceaſe believing 
the Scripture would pronunce them unjuſt again ; and 
yet without any Change in God, or Scripture, but only 
in themſelves ; becauſe their Fuſtification doth continue 
conditional as long as they live here. The Scripture 
doth juſtify no Man by Name, but all Believers as 
ſuch; therefore, if they ſhould ceaſe to be Believers, 
they would ceaſe to be juſtified. 


PROP, XXIX. 

The new Covenant accuſeth no Man, as deſerving its Pe- 
nalty, but only thoſe that perform not its Conditions, 
that is, the finally unbelieving and impenitent Rebels 
againſt Chriſt, their rightful Lord. 

HAT the Goſpel doth not condemn Men, or 
threaten them with Damnation for any Sins 
but Unbelief, I dare not ſpeak or think; but that the 

Goſpel threateneth no Man with Damnation but Un- 

believers, is out of all Queſtion: And conſequently, 

the proper Sin threatened in the new Covenant, as fuck. 
is Unbelief ; the reſt are but left and ſettled on the Sin- 
ner by this. | 

PROP. XXX. 

If Satan ſhould falſely accuſe us of not performing the 
Conditions of the new Covenant, and ſo having no Part 
in Chriſt's Satisfaction, here ave muſt be juſtified only 
by our Faith, or perſonal Gaſpel-righteouſneſs, and not 
by any Thing that Chriſt hath done or ſuffered: For in 
all falſe Accuſations we muſt defend our Innocency, and 
plead not guilty. FLY 


O tell Satan, that Chriſt hath fulfilled #he Law for 

ut, when he is accuſing us of not fulfilling the 
Goſpel, filly Women are made believe, by Antinomian 
Teachers, that this is a ſolid Way of comforting ; but 
Satan 1s a better Logician than to be baffled with ſuch 
arguing : And as filly a Shift it will be to tell him, that 
Chriſt hath fulfilled the Gofſpel-condintions for vs. The 
beſt is, theſe Teachers do but ſpoil the Comforts of Be- 
lievers, and not their Safety; * in the Caſe in hand, 


We 
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we ſuppoſe the Accuſation to be falſe : But yet, by ſuch 


Grounds, they may very eaſily overthrow the Safety al- 
ſo of Unbelievers, while they teach them how to com- 


fort themſelves evithout-Faith, or to look for all out of 
dhemiaolresds Chriſt. 


ok. XI. 

We nfs nat plead for our Fuſtification, that Chriſt hath 
mote us free from the-wery Fat; nor from the Sinful- 
neſs of the Fa ; nor from its deſert of Pumſhment : 
1f Chriſt had done any of this for us, he muſt werify 

Contradictories. But we" muſt plead, that the Penal- 
) is uot due to our Perſons, notwithſtanding the Fad, 
and its Stnfudneſs- and Demerit, becauſe. Chrift hath ho 

tied for all this. 

OR, 1ſt, That the Fact ſhould. be done, and not 

dane,: is a Contradiction. 2. So is it, That the 
Fact ſhould be ſinful, and not finful. 3. Or that it 


mould deſerve Death, and not deſerve it; Or that it 


ſhould be a Sin againſt that threatening Law, and yet 
not deſerve the Penalty threatened. Beſides, if any of 
theſe three cauld have been taken off, what need Chriſt 
have died? Bat that which Remiſſion and juſtification 
freeth us from, is the Dueneſs of Puniſhment-to our Per- 
ſons, notwithſtanding the Dueneſs of it to the Sin; be 
cauſe what is due to the Sin is inflicted on the Perſon of 
another already, even Chriſt. | 


P R OP. XXXII. 

Before it be committed it is no Sin; and where there is n9 
Sin, the Penalty is not due; aud where it is not due, 
it cannot properly be forgiven; therefore Sin is not for- 
row before it be committed. 


P R OP. XXXIII. — 


1t is Foith which Juftifieth Men, 1. 44 the nearef} Senſe, 


directly and properly, as it is the fulfilling. of tbe Condi- 
tion of. the new Govenant. 2. In the nemote.and more 
improper Senſe, as it is the receiving of crit and his 
ſatigfactory Righteouſneſs. | 
HAT it is Faith in a proper Senſe that 3 is ſaid to 
juſtify, and not Chriſt's Righteouſneſs only, which 
it receiveth, may appear from the plain and coor 
hrale 


jaſtifieth, Cc. if he had ſo meant. 
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Phraſe of Scripture, which ſaith, He that believeth ſhall 


. be juſtified ; and that we are juſtified by Faith; and 


that Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs. It had been 
as eaſy for the Holy Ghoſt to have ſaid, that Chriſt only 
is imputed, or his Righteouſneſs only, or Chriſt only 
That Faith doth moſt directly and properly juſtify, (as 
it is the fulfilling of the Condition of the new Covenant) 
appeareth thus. 1. The New Covenant only doth put 
the Stamp of God's Authoriry upon it, in making it the 
Condition. A twofold Stamp is neceſſary to make it 
a current Medium of our Juſtification, 1. Command. 
2. Promiſe. Now God hath neither commanded any 
other Means. 2. Nor promiſed Juſtification to any 
other; therefore it is, that this is the only Condition, 
and ſo only thus juſtifieth, When I read this to be the 
Tenor of the new Covenant, [whoſoever believeth ſhall 
be juſtified] Doth it not tell me plainly why Faith juſti- 
fieth ?. Even becauſe it pleaſeth the Law-giver and 
Covenant-maker to make Faith the Condition of it. 
That Faith's receiving Chiiſt and his Righteouſneſs, 
is only the remote Reaſon why it doth juſtify, appeareth 
thus, 1. I would ask any Diſſenter this Queſtion : 
Suppoſe that Chriſt had done all that he did for Sinners, 
and they had believed in him thereupon, without any, 
Covenant promiſing Juſtification to this Faith, Would 
this Faith have juſtified them ? By what Law? 
whence would they plead their Juſtification at the Bar of 
God? Well; but ſuppoſe that Chrift, having done- 
what he did for us, that he ſhould, in framing the New - 
Covenant, have put in any other Condition; and faid, 
[ whoſoever loveth God, ſhall, by virtue of my Satisfac- 
tion, be juſtified] Would not this Love have juſtified ? 
No doubt of it. I conclude then thus: The receiving 
of Chriſt, is as the Silver of this Coin: The Goſpel 
Promiſe is as the King's Stamp, which makes it cur- 
rent for juſtifying. If God had ſeen meet to have 
ſtamped any thing elfe, it would have paſſed currently; 
yet take this, Faith is, even to our own Apprehenſion, 
the moſt apt and ſuitable Condition that God could have 
choſen : For, (as far as we can reach to know) there 
cannot be a mo re rational and apt Condition of deli- 


G vering 
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vering a redeemed Male factor from Torment, than that 
he thankfully accept the Pardon and Favour of Redemp- 
tion, and hereafter take kis Redeemer for his Lord. 

So that if you ask me, What is the formal Reaſon 
why Faith juſtifieth ? 

TT anſwer, Becauſe Chriſt hath made it the Condition 
of the New Covenant, and promiſed Juſtification upon 
that Condition. 

But, 2. If you ask me further, Why did Chriſt chuſe 
this, rather than any thing elſe for the Condition ? 

1 anſwer, 1. To ask a Reaſon of Chriſf's Choice 
and Commands, is not always wile or ſafe. 2. But here 
the Reaſon is ſo apparent, that we may ſafely adven- 
ture to ſay, that nothing could be more proportionable 
to our Poverty, who have nothing to buy with, than 
thus freely to receive. Nothing could be more rea- 
ſonable, than to acknowledge him who hath redeemed 
us, and to take him for our Redeemer and Lord. 


PROP. XXXIV. 

Tuftification is not a ſingle Ad, begun, and ended im- 
mediately upon our Believing; but a continued AF, 
. ewhich, tho" it be in its kind complete from the firſt, 
pet is it ſtill in doing, till the final Juſtification at the 
Judgment Day. | | 

HIS is evident from the Nature of the Act; it 
| being, as I ſhewed before, an Act of God by his 

2 Now, 1. God ſtill continueth that Goſpel 
ovenant in Force. 2. That Covenant ſtill continueth 

juſtifying Believers. 3. Ged himſelf doth continue to 

eſteem them accordingly, and to will their Abſolution. 

This ſheweth you therefore with what Limitation 
to receive the Aﬀertion of our Divines, that Remiſ- 

ſion and Juſtification are, fimul & ſemel, performed. 

2. That the Juſtified and Pardoned may pray for the 
Continuance of their Pardon and Juſtification. And 3, 
That Chriſt's Satisfaction and our Faith, are of conti- 
nual Uſe, and not to be laid by, when we are once ju- 
ſtifed, as if the Work was done. 


The bare AZ of Believing is not the only Condition of Sal- 


dation 


„ 
Dation by the New. Covenant ; but ſeveral other Duties 
alſo are Parts of that Condition. ; , 


1 no more of thoſe that deny this, but that 
Scripture may be judge; and that they will put by 
no one Text to that End produced, till they can give 
ſome other commodious, and not forced Interpretation. 
1. Then that Pardon of Sin and Salvation are pro- 
miſed, upon Condition of repenting, as well as believing, 
is undemably aſſerted from theſe Scriptures, Mar i. 15. 
and vi. 12. Luke xiii. 3, 5: Act ii. 38. and iii. 19. 
and viii, 22. and xvii. 30, and xxvi. 20. and v. 31. 
and xi. 18. Luke xxiv. 47. Heb. vi. 1. 2 Pet. iii. 9g. 
2. That praying for Pardon, and 19% ii others, 
are Conditions of Pardon, is plain, Matth. vi. 12, 14, 
15. and xviy. 35. Mark xi. 25, 26. Lake vi. 37. and 
xi. 4. 1 2 i. 9. James v. 15. Fobn xiv. 13, 14. 
1 John v. 15. As viii. 22. 
3. That Love, and ſincere Obedience, and Works of 
Love, are alſo Parts of the Condition, appeareth in theſe 
Scriptures, Luke vii. 47. Mat. v. 44. Luke vi. 27, 
35. John xi. 12, 17. 1 Cor. ii. 9. Rom. viii, 28. 
Epheſ. vi. 24. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. James 1. 12. and ii. 5. 
Jobn xiv. 21. Pro. viii. 17, 21. Jobn xvi. 27. Mat. 
x. 37. Luke xiii. 24. Phil. ii. 12. Rom. ii. 7, 10. 
1 Cor, ix. 24. 2 Tim. ii. 5, 12. 1 Tim. vi. 18, 19. 
Rev. xxii. 14. Luke xi. 28. Mat. xxv. 41, 42. Jane, 
11. 21, 22, 23, 24, 26. a 
| | PROP. XXXVI. 
Therefore, the the Non- performance of any ont of theſe he 
threatned with certain Death; yet there muſt be a 
Concurrence of them all, to make up the Condition: 


ewhich have the Promiſe of Life. 


Herefore we oftner read Death threatened to thoſe 
that repent not, than Life promiſed to them that 
repent: And when you do read of Life promiſed of 
any one of theſe, you muſt underſtand it in /e/u com- 
poſito, as it ſtands conjunct with the reſt, and not as it 
is divided; tho“ I think that in regard of their Exiſtence, 
they never are divided ; (for where God giveth one, he 
giveth all) yet in caſe they were ſeparated, the Goſpel 
would not fo own them as its entire Conditions. 
IS C 2 PROP. 


3 
PR O P. XXXVII. 
Met Feith may be called the only Condition of the New 


Covenant, becauſe all the reſt are reducible to it; either 
. being freſubfoſed, as neceſſary Antecedents or Means, 
or contained in it; or elſe implied as its immediate 
Fruits, or neceſſury ſubſervient Means or Conſequents. 


8 Actions are in common Speech implied 
in the Principal. If the Beſieged be bound by Ar- 
ticles to ſurrender a Town to the Beſiegers at ſuch a 
Time, it need not be expreſſed in the Articles, that they 
ſhall withdraw their Guards, and ceaſe Reſiſtance, and 
open the Gates, and yield up this Houſe, or that 
Street, Sc, All this is implied clearly in the Article of 
Surreuder. 

So here, the great Condition of Believing doth in- 
clude or imply all the reſt. 

1. Hearing the Word, Conſideration, Conviction, 
. godly Sorrow, Repentance from dead Works, are im- 
p.1cd as neceſſary Means antecedent. 

22. Knowledge of Chriſt, and Aﬀent to the Truth of 
the Goſpel, as eſſential Parts of Faith. 

3. Preferring of Chriſt above all in Judgment, Will, 
and Affection, is (in my judgment) the very eſſential 
Froperty of true Faith, differencing it from all falſe 
Faith, and ſo an eſſential Part of it. | 
4. Love, ſincere Obed'exce, and Works of Love, 
are the immediate Products of Faith; as Heat and Light 
are of Fire, : 

5. The praying for Forgiveneſs, the forgiving of 

others, the pleading of Chritt's Satisfaction, are both 
Parts of this Obedience, and neceſſary Conſequents of 
Faith, and Acts ſubſervient to it for the attaining of 
its Ends. 
56. The denyirg nnd huml ling of the Fleſh, the ſe- 
rious, painful, contlant Uſe of Gud's Ordinances, Hear- 
ing, Praying, Meditating, &c. are both Parts of the 
foreſaid Qbedience, and alſo the neceſlary Means of 
continuing and exerciſing our Faith. 5 


P R O P. XXXVIII. 


Hs it js Ged's Method in giving the Moral Law, firſt to 
bring Men to take him only for their God, (which 45 


there- 


b 
| 
8 
F 
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therefore colled the firſt and great Commaniment) ana 
then to preſcribe the particular Duties: So is it the 
Method of Chriſt in the Goſpel, firſt to eftabliſh with 
' Men his Office and Authority, and require an Ac - 
ledg ment of them, and Subjection to them; and then 
to preſcribe to them their particular Duties in Subor- 
dination. | 
W's! > PRO FP. MMX. 
Faith therefore is the ſummary Condition of the Goſpel, as 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law. As taking the Lord 
- for our only God, is the Sum of the Decalogue, implying 
or inferring all the reſt, and ſo is the great Command- 
mem; fo taking * Chriſt for our only Redeemer and 
Lord, is the Sum of the Conditions of the New Co- 
venant, including, implying, or inferring all other 
| Parts of its Conditions, and ſo the great Command «of 
the Goſpel. | 
9 H E full Subjection to the Authority command- 
ing, doth imply and infer Subjection to the par- 
ticular Commands: Therefore God doth ſtill make thi; 
the Sum of the Conditions of the Law, that they take 
him only for their God, or that they have no other 
Gods but him: And when he contrafteth his Covenant 
into an Epitome, it runs thus, I will be thy God, and 
thou falt be my People, Exod. xx. 3. and xxiii. 13. 
Deut. vii. 4. and viii. 19. and iii. 2, 3, Cc. Jol. 
xxiv. 2, 16, Cc. Judges ii. 12, 17, 19. and x, 13. 
1 Sam. viii, 8. 2 Kings v. 17. and xvii. 7. Jer, xxii. 
9. and vii. 23. and xi. 4. and xxx, 22. Ezek. xxxvi. 
28. Deut. xxvi. 16, 17, Sc. And as, God's Promiſe 
of taking us for his People doth imply his beſtowing 
upon us all the Privileges and Bleflings of his People, 
and ſo is the Sum of all the Conditions of the Covenant 
on his Part: Even fo our taking the Lord for our God, 
and Chriſt for our Redeemer and Lord, doth imply our 
ſincere Obedience to him; and is the Sum of the Con- 
ditions on our Part. | 
VW PROP, XL... 
Faith, in the largeſt Senſe, as it comprehendeth all the 
Conditions of the New Covenant, may be thus defined : 
| 2 | | \ it 
„ Althv* this is not the ſame Definition (in Terms) with that of 
eur Church, yet it is reducible to the ſame, © | 


| (30) 
It is, "when a Sinner, by the Word and Spirit of Chrift, 
being thoroughly convinced of the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law, the Truth of its Threatening, the Evil of his 
own Sin, and the Greatneſs of his Miſery hereupon, 
and auithal of the Nature and Offices, Sufficiency and 
Excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, the Satisfaction he hath 
made, his Willingneſs to ſave, and his free Offer ta all 
that will accept him for their Lord and Saviour, doth 
hereupon believe the Truth of this Goſpel,” and accept of 
Chriſt as his. only Lord and Saviour, to bring him to 
God, his chiefeft Good, and to preſent bim pardoned 
and juſt before him, and te. beſtow upon him à more 
. glorious Inheritance ; and does accordingly reſt on him as 
bis Saviour, and obey him as his Lord, forgiving 
ethers, loving his. People, bearing what Sufferings. are 
impoſed, diligently uſing his Means and Ordinances, and 
confeſ/ing and bewailing his Sins againſt him, and 
proying for Pardon ;. and all this fincerely, and to the 
nd, 


HIS is the Condition of the New Covenant at 
| large; that all this is ſometimes called Faith, is 
plain hence- 5 
1. In that Faith is oft called the obeying of the Goſpel, 
but the Goſpel commandeth all this, Rom. x. 16. 1 Pet. 
i. 22. and iv. 17. 2 Theſ. i. 8. Gal. iii. 1. and v. 7. 
Heb. v. . | 
2. The fulfilling of the Conditions of the New Co- 
venant is oft called by the Name of Faith, and ſo op- 
poſed to the. fulfilling the Conditions of the Old Co- 
venant, called Works; but theſe forementioned are 
Parts of the Condition of the New Covenant, and there- 
fore implied in Faith, G41. iii. 12, 23, 25. 


PF.R OP. . 


From wwhat hath been ſaid, it appeareth in <ohat 2 
Faith only juſlifieth, and in what Senſe Works alfo 
guftify, viz. 1. Faith only juſtifieth, as it implieth all 

. other Parts of the Condition of the New Covenant. 2. 
Faith only juſtifieth as the great Maſter Duty of the 
Goſpel, to which all the reſt are reducible. 3. Faith 
only doth not juftify in Oppoſition to the Works of” the 

| Goſpet ; 


Gabel ; but thoſe Works do alfa juftify, as the ſecondary 


remote Parts of the Condition of the Covenant. 


I Know this is the Doctrine that will have the loudeſt 

A Out-cries raiſed againk it; and will make ſome cry 
out, Hereſy, Popery, Socinianiſm ! and what not? For 
my own Part, the Searcher of Hearts knoweth, that not 
Singularity, Affection of Novelty, nor any Good- 
will to Popery, provoketh me to-entertain it : But that 
1 have earneſtly ſought the Lord's Direction upon my 
Knees, before I durſt adventure on it; and that I re- 
fiſted the Light of this Concluſion as long as I was able: 
But a Man cannot force his own Underſtanding, if the 


Evidence of Truth force it not; tho” he may force his 


Pen, or Tongue, to Silence or Diſſembling. 
Af PROP. XLII. . 


That we are juſtified by ſincere Obedience to Chriſt, as 

' the ſecondary Port of the Condition of our Faſtification, 

is evident alſo frog theſe following Scriptures, Matth 
Xii. 37. Mark x1. 25, 26. Loke vi. 37. Matth. 

vi. 12, 14, 15. 1 John i 9. Act vii. 22. Acts 
iii. 19. and xxii. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 18. Rom. vi. 16. 
1 Pet. i. 2, 22. | 


PROP. XLIII. 


Our full Tuſtification, and our everlaſting Salvation, | 


bade the ſame Conditions. on our Part: But fixcere 
Obedience is, without all doubt, a Condition of our 
Salvation; therefore alſo of our Tuſtification. 


1 Say, our full Fuſtiſication; becauſe, as J have ſhewed, 
our firſt Poſſeſſion of it is upon our meer Faith: But 
I think our Glorification will be acknowledged to have 
the ſame Conditions with our final Juſtification at the 
Bar of Chriſt. And why not our entire continued Juſti- 
| fication on Earth? You may object, Perſeverance is a 
Condition of our Glorification ; but not of our Juſtifica- 
tion here, I anſwer, 1. Perſeverance is nothing but 
the ſame Conditions, perſevering. 2. As the Sincerity 
of Faith is requiſite to our firſt Poſſeſſion of Juſtification ; 
ſo the Perſeverance of Faith, is the Condition of per- 
ſevering Juſtification. - See Heb. iii. 14. 
2. That Obedience is a Condition of our Salvation, is 
. # un- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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undonbted, Heb. v. 9. Chriſt is the Author of eternal 

Salvation to all them that obey him; ſo fully, Rom. ii. 

7, 8, 9, 10. Rew, xxii. 14. Bleſſed are they that do his 

Commandments, that they may have Right to the Tree of 

Life, and may enter by the Gates into the City, And hath 

that no Hand in their Juſtification, which giveth them 

Right to the Tree of Life ? 17 | 

x! | P:R OP SHY. 

This Doctrine is no whit derogatory to Chrift and his 
Righteouſneſs : For he that aſcribeth to Faith, or Obe- 
dience, no Part of that Work which belongeth to Chriſt's 

Jatisfactory Righteouſneſs, doth not derogate from it: 
But he that maketh Faith and Obedience to Chriſt, to 
be only the fulfilling of the Conditions of the New Cove- 
nant, and ſo to be only Conditions of full Fuſtifica- 
tion by him, doth give them no Part of the Work of his 
Righteouſneſs ; ſering he came not to fulfil the Goſpel, 
but the Law, 


AUP... XV. 


To conclude, it is moſt clear in Scripture, that aur Fuſti - 
tation, at the great Tudgment, will be according to 
our Works, and to what wwe have done in Flip, whe 
ther good or evil ; which can be no otherwiſe than as 
it was the Condition of that Fuſtiſication. And Chrift 
will then give the Reaſon of his publick Sentence from 
Mens keeping or breaking the Conditions of his Cove- 
nant ; that fo the Mouths of all may be flopped, and 
the Equity of his Fuagment may be manifeft to all, 
and that be may there ſhow forth his Hatred to the 
Sins, and not only to the Perſons of the Condemned, 
and his Lowe to the Obedience, and not only to the Per- 
ſons of the Fuftified. | | 
ERE I have theſe Things to prove: 1. That 
the juſtifying Sentence ſhall paſs according to 
orks, as well as Faith. 2. That the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they are Parts of the Condition. 


o 


For the firit; ſee Mazth. xxv. 21, 23. Vell done, good 
and faithful Servant, thou haſt been faithful over a few 
Things, {will make thee Ruler over many Things : Enter 
thou into the Joy of thy Lord. And moſt plain is that 
from the Mouth of the Judge himſelf, delcribing the * 
| 0 
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Of the Proceſs at that Day, Matth. xxv. 34, 35. Come 
Ye Bleſſed, inherit the Kingdom, Sc. For I was hun- 
gry, c. 80 1 Pet. i. 17. Who, without reſpe of Per- 
ſons, judgeth according to every Man's Work. So 2 Cor. 
v. 10. We muſt all appear before the Fudgment-Seat of 
Chrift, that every one may receive the Things done in his 
Body, according to that he hath done, whether good or 
bad. So Rev. xx. 12, 13. They were judged every Man 
according to his Works, Heb. xiii. 17. Phil. iv. 17. Mat. 
xii. 36, Sc. But this is evident already. | 

2. As it is beyond Doubt that Chriſt will then juſtify 
Men according to their Works: So 'tis evident, that 
this 1s not only to diſcover the Sincerity of their Faith ; 
but that it is alſo, as they are Parts of that evangelical 
Righteouſneſs, which is the Condition of their Juſtiſica- 
tion. 5 | 
1. The very Phraſes of the Text import as much, 
Mat. xxv. 21, 23. Well done, good and fuithful Servant, 
Oc. Mat. xxv. 34, 35. For 1 was hungry, Sc. And 
in the reſt, According to their Works, Can any more 
be ſaid of Faith, than that we are juſtified or judged 
Life, both for it, and according to it? we 
2. But the common panes is, That it is to ſatisfy 
the condemned World of the Sincerity of the Faith of 
the godly. But this cannot ſtand with the Truth: For, 
1. It is clearly expreſſed a Ground or Reaſon of the 
Sentence. 2. And to the Conſolation and Juſtification 
of the juſtified; and not to the Satisfaction or Conviction 

of others. | . 
3. If God's Juſtice engage him, not to forget their 
Work and Labour of Love, Heb. vi. 10, 11, 12; if 
the Dead in Chriſt are bleſſed, becauſe their Works fol- 
low them, Rev xiv. 133 if in every Nation, he that 
feareth God and worketh Righteouſneſs, be accepted 
of him, 4#s x. 35 ; if Men ſhall reap the Fruit of 
well doing in due Time, Gal. vi 7, £, 9; if Miniſters 
ſave themſelves, in taking keed to themſelves and to their 
Doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 16; if he that doth Righteouſ- 
neſs is righteous, 1 Jh iii. 7; if whatſoever good 
thing any Man doth, the ſame he ſhall receive of the 
Lord, Ephe/. vi. 8; if hearing and doing be building 
on a Rock, Mat. vii. 24 ; if the Doers of God's * 
e 


(434) | 
be the Mothers, Siſters, and Brothers of Chriſt, Mat. xii- 


50, &c. then the Mention of theſe Works at Judgment, 


is more than to ſignify their Sincerity toi the condemned 
World. | | . 
Let me conclude with two or three cautionary Queries 
concerning the Inconvenience of the contrary Doctrine. 
Dyery 1. Doth it not needlefly conſtrain Men to wreſt 
molt plain and frequent Expreſſions of Scripture } 
2. 2. Doth it not uphold that dangerous Pillar of 
the Antinomian Doctrine, that we muſt not work or 
perform our Duties for Life and Salvation, but only 


Jom Life and Salvation; that we muſt not make the 
attaining of Juſtification, or Salvation, an End of our 


Endeavours, but obey in Thankfulneſs only, becauſe 
we are ſaved and juſtified? A Doctrine, which, if it 
were reduced to Practice by all that hold it, (as J hope 
it is not) would undoubtedly damn them: For he that 
ſeeks not, and that ſtriveth not to enter, ſhall never 
enter. Now if good Works, or ſincere Obedience to 
Chriſt our Lord, be no Part of the Condition of our full 
uſtification and Salvation, Who will. uſe- them to that 
End ? For how jt can procure Juſtification as a Means, 
and not by Way of Condition, I cannot conceive. 
2. 3. Whether this Doctrine doth not tend to drive 
Obedience out of the World? For if Men do once be- 
lieve, that it is not ſo much as a Part of the Condition 
of their Juſtification, Will it not much tend to relax 
their Diligence ? I know mere Love and Thankfulneſs 
Hould be enough; and ſo they <vi//, when all our 
Ends are. attained in our Ultimate End: Then we 
ſhall haye nothing to do but to love, and joy, and 
praiſe, and be thankful ; but that is not yet. Sure 
as God hath given us the AﬀeCtions of Fear, and De- 
fire, and Hope ; ſo he would have us uſe them for the 
Attainment of our great Ends: Therefore he that taketh 
down but one of all our Motives to Obedience, helps to 
deſtroy Obedience itſelf, ſeeing we have need of every 
Motive that God hath left us. | 


. 4. Doth it not much confirm the World in their 


imaginary Faith? Sure that Faith, which is by many 
thought to juſtify, is it that People moſt eaſily = ; 


(35) 

that is, the receiving of Chriſt for their Saviour, but not 
nd ng King, nor delivering up themſelyes to be ruled 

Y him. Y: | . | 

Men are eaſily perſuaded to believe, that Chriſt will 
prey and {ave them, and to expect Jultification-from 

im alone: But it is the hardeſt Thing in the World, 
to perſuade them really to take him for their Lord, and 
his Word for their Law, and to endeavour faithful 
Obedience accordingly. Surely the Eaſineſs of the for- 
mer, and the Difficulty of the latter, tells us, that this 
hath more need to be preached than the other, (tho' 
ſome think that nothing is preaching Chriſt, but preach: 
ing him as a parconing, guſtifying Saviour.) Indeed a- 
mong the Turks or 
Goſpel, it is as neceſſary to preach his pardoning Of- 
fice, yea, and the Verity of his Natures and Commiſſion : 
Therefore the Apoſtles, when they preached to Jews 
or Pagans, did firſt and chiefly teach them the Perſon 
and Offices of Chriſt, and the great Benefits which they 


might receive by him; but when they preach (as James) 
to Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, they chiefly urge 


them to ſtrive to enter; to fight, that they may con- 
quer; fo to run, that they may obtain; to lay violent 
Hands upon the Kingdom, and take it by Force, and 
to be unwearied in laborious Obedience to Chriſt their 
Lord; to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as they know their 
Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

5. Lofily, Is not this excluding of ſincere Obedience 
from final Prayer e the great Stumbling-block of 
Papiſts, and that which hath had a great Hand in turn- 
ing many learned Men from the Proteſtant Religion to 
Popery ? When they ſee the Language of Scripture in 
the forecited Places ſo plain to the contrary: When 
Illyricus, Gallus, Amſdorfius, &c. ſhall account it a He- 
rely in George Major to lay, that good Works are ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation: When even Meluncton's Credit is 
blaſted, for being too great a Friend to good Works, 
tho' he aſcribe not to them the leaſt Part of the Work 
or Office of Chriſt: And when to this Day many Anti- 
nomian Teachers, who are magnified as the only 
Preachers of Free Grace, do aſſert, that there is no more 

re- 


ndians, that entertain not the 


| 
E 
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required to the perfect irrevocable Juſtification of the 
vileſt Murderer or Whoremaſter, but to believe that he 
is juſtified, or to be perſuaded that God loveth him. 

Do theſe Men think that we are perfectly juſtified 

and ſaved already, before the abſolving Sentence at the 
great Tribunal, or the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, for 
which we wait in Hope. Indeed when we have that 
perfect Salvation, we ſhall not need to ſeek it, or labour 
to attain it ; but muſt everlaſtingly be thankful to him 
that hath purchaſed it, and to him that hath beſtowed 
it. But, in the mean time, he that ſeeketh not, ſhall not 
find; and he that runs not, ſhall not obtain: Ne, nor 
all that ſeek and run neither, Luke xiii, 24. Luke xü. 
31. 2 Tim. ii 5 | 
The common Aſſertion then, That good Works do fol- 
low Juſtification, but not go before it, muſt be thus un- 
derſtood, viz. Actual Obedience goeth not before the 
firſt Moment of Juſtification : But yet it is as true, 1, 
That the taking of Chriſt for our Lord, and ſo delivering 
up ourſelves to his Government, doth in order of Na- 
ture go before our Juſtification, 2. That actual Obe- 
dience, as Part of the Condition, doth in order of Na- 
ture go before our Juſtification, as continued and con- 
firmed. For tho' our Marriage- contract with Chriſt do 
give us the firſt Poſſeſſion ; yet it is the Marriage Duties 
which muſt continue that Poſſeſſion. 3. That Perſe- 
verance in faithful Obedience, doth, both in Nature and 
Time, go before our compleat and final Juſtification, 
and that as Part of the Condition of obtaining it. Vb 
walk in the Light, as he is in the Light, aue hade Felloau- 
vip one with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son cleanſeth us from all Sin, 1 John i. 7. 

For being made perfect, he hecume the Author of eternal 
Salvation to all them that obey him, Heb. v. 9. Of 
whom it ſhall be ſaid, when they are glorified with him, 
Theſe are they that came out of great Tribulation, and 
have woſhed their Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, and 
mage them white : Therefore they are before the Throne of 
God, and ſerve him Day and Night in bis Jenple; and 
he that fatteth on the Throne ſhall davell among them, Rev. 
vii. 14,15. To whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


